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ORGANISERS



THURSDAY, 19 March 2026 
10:00 REGISTRATION 

WELCOME AND OPENING / SETTING THE STAGE  

10:30 Welcome  
Georg Schütte, Volkswagen Foundation 

10:35 Opening and Setting the Stage 
Yang Li, Centre for Individualised Infection Medicine 
Markus Cornberg, Centre for Individualised Infection Medicine 

10:45 Opening addresses 
Falko Mohrs, Ministry of Culture and Science of Lower Saxony (video)  
n.n., Hannover Medical School 
Josef Penninger, Helmholtz Centre for Infection Research 

11:05 Variation and adaptation in human immune responses 
Mihai Netea, Radboud University Medical Center  

11:45 BREAK 

SESSION I: Understanding the heterogeneity of immune response in healthy 

Chair: Lluis Quintana-Murci, Institut Pasteur 
12:00 tba 

Ramnik Xavier, Broad Institute of MIT and Harvard  
12:35 Selected lightning talks from abstracts 

12:45 LUNCH BREAK 

SESSION II: Ancestry effect on immune responses and susceptibility 

Chairs: Georg Behrens, Hannover Medical School  
13:45 tba 

Annapurna Vyakarnam, King’s College London  
14:20 Immune Response Variation Through the Lens of Population and Single-

Cell Genomics 
Lluis Quintana-Murci, Institut Pasteur 

14:55 Selected lightning talks from abstracts 

15:05 COFFEE BREAK 

  

https://www.volkswagenstiftung.de/en/foundation/organisation/director
https://www.ciim-hannover.de/en/prof-dr-yang-li/
https://www.ciim-hannover.de/en/prof-dr-markus-cornberg/
https://www.mwk.niedersachsen.de/minister-falko-mohrs
https://www.helmholtz-hzi.de/en/persons/prof-dr-josef-penninger/
https://www.radboudumc.nl/en/people/mihai-netea-7938c7ea1124e21c15e5146742d1687c
https://research.pasteur.fr/en/member/lluis-quintana-murci/
https://www.broadinstitute.org/xavier-lab
https://www.mhh.de/kliniken-und-spezialzentren/kir/forschung/ag-behrens
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/people/annapurna-vyakarnam
https://research.pasteur.fr/en/member/lluis-quintana-murci/


VISION FOR THE FUTURE 

Chair: Michael Meyer-Hermann, Helmholtz Centre for Infection Research 
15:45 Informing vaccine design by defining the rules of antibody responses 

Facundo Batista, Ragon Institute of Mass General, MIT and Harvard  

SESSION OF THE EXCELLENCE CLUSTER RESIST 

Chairs: Reinhold Förster, Hannover Medical School & Thomas Schulz, Hannover 
Medical School 
16:45 Insights into the Cluster of Excellence RESIST 

Reinhold Förster, Hannover Medical School 
17:05 Genomics of Immune Deficiencies 

Nataliya Di Donato, Hannover Medical School 
17:25 Susceptibility to infection: What part does the immune system play? 

tbc 
17:45 Bacterial Crosstalk in Host-Associated Microbiomes 

Till Strowig, Helmholtz Centre for Infection Research 
18:05 Hijacking the Off-Switch: An Arms Race of Immune Evasion and Control in 

HSV-1 and IAV infection 
Lars Dölken, Hannover Medical School 

18:30 END OF SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM 

EVENING PROGRAM „TOUR CiiM“ 
19:00 Guided tour through the newly build home for the CiiM 

[registration needed] 
 
  

https://www.helmholtz-hzi.de/en/persons/prof-dr-michael-meyer-hermann/
https://ragoninstitute.org/lab/batista/
https://www.resist-cluster.de/ueber-uns/resist-sprecher/
https://www.resist-cluster.de/ueber-uns/resist-sprecher/
https://www.resist-cluster.de/ueber-uns/resist-forschende/prof-dr-reinhold-foerster/
https://www.resist-cluster.de/ueber-uns/resist-forschende/prof-dr-nataliya-di-donato/
https://www.resist-cluster.de/ueber-uns/resist-forschende/prof-dr-till-strowig/
https://www.resist-cluster.de/ueber-uns/resist-forschende/prof-dr-lars-doelken/
https://www.ciim-hannover.de/en/about-us/location-building/


FRIDAY, 20 March 2026 
08:00 REGISTRATION 

SETTING THE STAGE FOR PERSONALIZED MEDICINE  

Chair: Thomas Pietschmann, TWINCORE 
09:00 Big Data Meets Infection: Predicting Immune Response and Aging with AI 

Yang Li, Centre for Individualised Infection Medicine 
09:30 tba  

Leif Sander, Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin  

SESSION III: Variation in human response to vaccination 

Chairs: Marylyn Addo, University Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf & Carlos 
Guzmán, Helmholtz Centre for Infection Research 
10:10 Systems Vaccinology 

Bali Pulendran, Stanford University School of Medicine 

10:45 BREAK 

11:10 Estrogen as a Master Regulator of Sex and Age Differences in Vaccination 
Responses 
Sabra L. Klein, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 

11:45 Beyond Targeted Immunity: Epidemiological Evidence for the Broader 
Health Effects of Vaccines 
Christine Stabell Benn, University of Southern Denmark 

12:20 Selected lightning talks from abstracts 

12:30 LUNCH BREAK 

SESSION IV: Heterogeneity of immune response to infection (part 1) 

Chairs: Natalia Torow, Helmholtz Centre for Infection Research & Percy Knolle, 
Technical University of Munich 
13:30 Immunoprofiling responses to past and current infections 

Jacques Deguine, Broad Institute of MIT and Harvard 
14:05 Host genetic contributions to infection outcomes 

Kerstin Ludwig, University of Bonn 
14:40 Selected lightning talks from abstracts 

  

https://twincore.de/people/prof-thomas-pietschmann
https://www.ciim-hannover.de/en/prof-dr-yang-li/
https://infektiologie-pneumologie.charite.de/en/metas/person/person/address_detail/univ_prof_dr_med_leif_erik_sander
https://www.uke.de/english/physicians-and-scientists/arztprofilseite_marylyn_addo.html
https://www.helmholtz-hzi.de/en/persons/prof-dr-carlos-a-guzman/
https://www.helmholtz-hzi.de/en/persons/prof-dr-carlos-a-guzman/
https://med.stanford.edu/pulendranlab
https://www.sabrakleinlab.org/
https://portal.findresearcher.sdu.dk/en/persons/cbenn/
https://www.helmholtz-hzi.de/en/persons/natalia-torow/
https://www.professoren.tum.de/en/knolle-percy-a
https://www.broadinstitute.org/bios/jacques-deguine
https://www.uni-bonn.de/de/forschung-lehre/forschungsprofil/transdisziplinaere-forschungsbereiche/tra-3-life-1/mitgliederverzeichnis/kerstin-ludwig


POSTER WALK 

15:00 Chairs: Hortense Slevogt, Hannover Medical School, Anke Kraft, Centre 
for Individualised Infection Medicine, Luka Cicin-Sain, Helmholtz Centre for 
Infection Research & Cheng-Jian Xu, Centre for Individualised Infection 
Medicine 

15:45 COFFEE BREAK 

SESSION IV: Heterogeneity of immune response to infection (part 2) 
Chairs: Natalia Torow, Helmholtz Centre for Infection Research & Percy Knolle, 
Technical University of Munich 
16:15 Can the heterogeneity of HBV immune responses be used to personalise 

management? 
Mala Maini, University College London 

16:50 Therapeutic vaccination needs to induce broad immunity to control chronic 
hepatitis B 
Ulrike Protzer, Helmholtz Munich/Technical University of Munich 

17:25 How Checkpoint Blockade during T cell priming shapes their fate and 
heterogeneity: Implications for personalized vaccination strategies 
Tobias Böttler, Medical Center – University of Freiburg 

18:00 Selected lightning talks from abstracts 

18:20 END OF SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM 

CONFERENCE DINNER 

19:00 Conference venue Schloss Herrenhausen 
[registration needed] 

 
  

https://www.mhh.de/en/pneumology/infectiology
https://www.ciim-hannover.de/en/research/research-groups/research-group/immunology-of-viral-hepatitis-and-infections-in-liver-cirrhosis/
https://www.helmholtz-hzi.de/en/persons/prof-dr-luka-cicin-sain/
https://www.ciim-hannover.de/en/research/research-groups/research-group/klinische-bioinformatik/
https://www.helmholtz-hzi.de/en/persons/natalia-torow/
https://www.professoren.tum.de/en/knolle-percy-a
https://profiles.ucl.ac.uk/6896-mala-maini
https://www.helmholtz-munich.de/en/viro/ulrike-protzer
https://www.uniklinik-freiburg.de/en/medicine-2/research/experimental-research/translational-experimental-immunology-lab/ag-boettler.html


SATURDAY, 21 March 2026 
08:00 REGISTRATION 

SETTING THE STAGE FOR PERSONALIZE MEDICINE 

Chair: Christine Falk, Hannover Medical School 
09:00 Building the Foundations for Personalized Infection Medicine 

Markus Cornberg, Centre for Individualised Infection Medicine 
09:15 Hepatitis D as a Model for Precision Infection Medicine: From Research to 

Personalized Care 
Heiner Wedemeyer, Hannover Medical School 

SESSION V: Individualized therapy in infection 

Chairs: Kathrin de la Rosa, Centre for Individualised Infection Medicine 
 & Ulrich Kalinke, TWINCORE 
09:30 Trained immunity in inflammatory disease and cancer  

Triantafyllos Chavakis, University Hospital Carl Gustav Carus 
10:05 Engineering Precision Immunity: Personalized TCR-T Cell Therapy Against 

Infections 
Dirk Busch, Technical University of Munich 

10:40 BREAK 
11:05 Tailored T-cell therapy for viral infections in immunocompromised patients 

Britta Eiz-Vesper, Hannover Medical School 
11:40 The impact of specialised regulatory T cells on humoral responses and 

antibody production 
Luis Graca, Gulbenkian Institute for Molecular Medicine 

12:15 Advances in monoclonal antibodies for the treatment and prevention of viral 
infections 
Davide Corti, Vir Biotechnology 

12:50 Selected lightning talks from abstracts 

SUMMARY & CLOSING 

13:00 Yang Li and Markus Cornberg, Centre for Individualised Infection 
Medicine 

13:15 END OF SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM 

 

https://www.mhh.de/en/institute-zentren-forschungseinrichtungen/institute-of-transplant-immunology
https://www.ciim-hannover.de/en/prof-dr-markus-cornberg/
https://www.mhh.de/en/mhh-clinical-departments/klinik-fuer-gastroenterologie-hepatologie-infektiologie-und-endokrinologie/die-klinik/team/prof-dr-med-heiner-wedemeyer
https://www.ciim-hannover.de/en/research/research-groups/research-group/personalised-immunotherapy/
https://twincore.de/people/prof-dr-ulrich-kalinke
https://www.professoren.tum.de/en/busch-dirk
https://www.mhh.de/itt/team/eiz-vesper
https://gimm.pt/lab/luis-graca-lab/
https://itidconference.com/davide-corti

